United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 14 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 161

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015

No. 54

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, our Protector, mountains
shake in Your presence and islands
skip for joy. We praise You because
Your ways are just and true. Lord, You
know our hearts and minds like an
open book. Thank You for the security
we have in You, for You alone remain
our rock and refuge.

Lead our lawmakers on the road that
You have chosen, providing them with
strength for their journey. Keep them
safe as You provide them with the pa-
tience to wait for Your harvest. Lord,
help them in the making of our laws to
execute justice for the oppressed and to
set the captives free. Give us all the
grace to love and pray, even for those
who hurt and wrong us.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PAUL). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. McCONNELL. Later this morn-
ing the Senate will move to go to con-
ference with the House on the budget
resolution. The vote on that motion

Senate

will occur before lunch. After about 10
hours of debate, which is stipulated in
the statute, we expect a series of votes
on motions to instruct conferees on the
budget. Senators should expect those
votes later this afternoon or this
evening.

————

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
LEGISLATION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, just
hours ago, 100 percent of Senate Demo-
crats followed the lead of Republicans
and Democrats in the House, including
NANCY PELOSI and the pro-choice cau-
cus, in voting to endorse the bipartisan
principle that Federal funds leaving
the government should be subject to bi-
partisan Hyde language. Given that
Americans overwhelmingly support
what Hyde does, it is no wonder this
principle has been applied by both par-
ties—both parties—to appropriations
and authorizing legislation for as long
as anyone could remember.

We hope the Democrats’ statement of
support for Hyde in last night’s Medi-
care vote will finally clear the way for
passage of antislavery legislation they
have been filibustering over the very
same Hyde principle. It was never a
morally tenable position. Never. Con-
sidering what we saw just 12 hours ago,
it is no longer politically tenable ei-
ther. Democrats couldn’t possibly jus-
tify voting for Hyde language in order
to keep doctors—as they did just hours
ago—but then look an abused victim in
the eye and tell her she is not worth it.
OK to vote for Hyde to help doctors,
but then not OK when it comes to vic-
tims of sexual trafficking.

Human trafficking is a serious prob-
lem in our country. It is hard for a lot
of people to believe, but it occurs in
every single State. I recently saw a
news report about a local nonprofit
that is worried about trafficking at big
events such as the Kentucky Derby.
“They’ll take a girl to one city for one
to two weeks,” an official with that

group said, ‘‘then they’ll go to another
city, and they just follow these circuits
. it’s really hard to get them out of
it. . .”

Look, it is unconscionable for anyone
to continue filibustering this human
rights bill over a principle that has
been a fixture—a fixture—in Federal
law for decades, that was in the bill
when Democrats endorsed it, cospon-
sored it, and voted unanimously to sup-
port it in committee, and that was en-
dorsed again by Democrats just last
night.

But just to ensure there are no pos-
sible excuses left to continue this fili-
buster, Senator CORNYN offered another
compromise last night to eliminate
any remaining pretext. His compromise
ensures that, by supporting this bill,
Senate Democrats would only be en-
dorsing the same Hyde language that
100 percent of them just voted to sup-
port last night, less than 24 hours ago.
Remember, this is essentially language
endorsed by NANCY PELOSI and the pro-
choice caucus.

It is actually the third compromise
we have offered on the Senate floor to
our friends across the aisle. First, we
offered our colleagues a simple up-or-
down vote last month to strike the lan-
guage that they once were for before
they decided to be against it. Then, be-
fore the recess, Senator CORNYN offered
to make the monies in the fund subject
to the appropriations process, some-
thing our Democratic colleagues had
said was important to them.

So this is now the third compromise
we have offered on the floor. It is time
for our Democratic friends to show a
little courage to finally bring their
party’s filibuster of antislavery legisla-
tion to an end. A large bipartisan ma-
jority of the Senate has already dem-
onstrated its commitment to doing so,
and all that is needed now are a couple
more Democrats to join us. That is all
that is needed now, a couple more
Democrats willing to show the same
level of compassion to enslaved victims
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